
                     Ms. Donahue 

                     College Algebra Plan For Success 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 

 Phone: (480) 883-5265 

 Email: donahue.stephanie@cusd80.com (quickest way to get in contact with me) 

 My Tutoring Schedule :  Monday – Friday   after 6th hour M-5   

 Hamilton Math Department provides a tutoring schedule. See my Website for current edition.  

 Husky Room C211 

Diversity Statement 

   

 All individuals have a right to an educational environment free from bias, prejudice and bigotry.  As 

members of the Hamilton High School educational community, students are expected to refrain from 

participating in acts of harassment that are designed to demean another student’s race, gender, ethnicity, 

religious preference, disability or sexual orientation. 

Course Content:   

 The College Algebra course will include analysis and interpretation of the behavior and nature of 

functions including polynomial, rational, exponential, logarithmic, absolute value, and piecewise-

defined functions; systems of equations, using multiple methods including matrices, modeling and 

solving real world problems, and defining and illustrating sequences. 

MATERIALS: 

 

 3-ring Binder to keep notes, homework, reviews  

 Pencils and erasers  

 Graphing Calculator - a TI 84 CE calculator is recommended  

 Text: College Algebra, 12th Edition   Author: Lial/Hornsby/Schneider/Daniels  

Dual Credit 

 College Algebra is a college level course for high school students.  It is a course designed to strengthen 

the student’s algebra skills to prepare them for Pre-Calculus or Trigonometry.  This course is equivalent 

to a one-semester College Algebra course at any college across the country.  This course can be taken 

for dual credit, earning you 3 college credit in MAT 152, from Chandler/Gilbert Community College.  

Therefore, the amount, level, and quality of work in this course will be what one would expect in a 

college-level course.  Students interested in earning dual credit need to take the Accuplacer test which 

will be given on   .  Dual credit registration is due on    .  The 

cost for dual credit classes is   per credit and _ for registration.  Taking a class for dual 

credit is more economical than taking it at a college because high school students do not need to buy 

textbooks. At Hamilton the cost for MAT 152 is   plus         registration fee.  This amount is 

far lower than the cost of taking this class at the university. For further questions on dual enrollment, 

please visit Room C223. 
 

 In order to earn dual credit, a student must earn 70% or higher both semesters.  You will need to be 

attentive in class and take notes. The information you will receive IN class, the activities/assignments 

you will do IN class, as well as the discussions that will take place IN class make your presence and 

participation crucial to your success.  You will be expected to do work OUTSIDE of class.  Given that 

you apply yourself and take a real interest in the material covered, you will be well prepared for any 

level of mathematics you choose or test into at the college level.  Often a college, or university, you 

attend, will require you to take their own placement test that determines which level of math you will be 

enrolled in, even if you have taken dual credit classes. The efforts given this year will help your score on 

this future test.  
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ATTENDANCE POLICY:   

 We expect behaviors to promote learning. Daily attendance is extremely important!   

 In the event that you must be absent, it is your responsibility to find out exactly what you missed and 

what you need to make up. The school policy states that for every EXCUSED day you are absent, you have 

ONE day to make-up all missed assignments, tests, etc. 

 If the absence is unexcused then any work collected or assigned that day may receive a zero with no 

opportunity for make-up, this assessments.   

 Being absent for the test review does not change the day you will take the test.  A calendar is 

provided for every unit with the test day given well in advance. Students absent the day of a test will 

test the day they return either during the class period or after school.  

EXCESSIVE ABSENCES 

 A.R.S. §15-803 (B) states that absences may be considered excessive when the number of absent days 

exceeds ten percent of the number of required attendance days prescribed in A.R.S. §15-802. Ten 

percent equates to nine (9) days of absences per semester regardless of whether they are excused or 

unexcused.  Students with excessive excused absences may be required to provide medical 

documentation to Administration to remain in class and excuse any further absences. If additional 

absences occur, and medical documentation is not provided, the student will be referred to 

administration. 

TARDY POLICY:  

 If you are late because another teacher needed to speak with you, you must get a pass or you will be 

marked tardy.  You will not be allowed to return to that teacher for a pass after the fact. 

 You are expected to be in your seat and ready for class to begin when the bell sounds. 1st tardy= verbal 

warning; 2nd= verbal warning; 3rd= parent contact; 4th may result in a 20 minute after school detention; 

5th tardy and all others after may be a referral to administration. 

EXPECTATIONS 

 All school rules will be enforced.  

 Respect each other, the teacher, and your surroundings through your words and actions. Obscene 

language (profanity), verbal abuse, or physical abuse towards anyone/anything will not be tolerated. 

 Contribute to a positive learning environment. Be open-minded to your peers’ ideas and questions and 

participate in class discussions (no sleeping!). Raise your hand and respect others trying to speak by not 

blurting out answers.  

 Be prepared for class. This includes being in your seat on time and staying in your seat until I (not the 

clock) dismiss you, having assignments completed, and having all materials necessary. 

 No food, gum, or beverages (except bottled water) allowed in class. 

 No Phones, No iPods, No iPads, etc. allowed in this classroom unless directed by the instructor. Phones 

may be taken away for the period if it is used during class.  If this becomes a constant problem, the 

phone will be taken to security. 

 Restroom breaks should be taken before school, between classes and/or lunch. On Block scheduled days 

conference time can also be used.  You will be given four restroom passes for each semester if you need 

to use the restroom during class. To equate instruction time throughout your schedule ask the instructor 

before and after my class as well.  

 Student need to make sure they have their 3-ring notebook organized and bring it with them every day. 

Students seeking help with material will need to show their completed notes taken in class to allow 

quick reference during tutoring.  

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:   

 The highest standards of academic integrity are expected from all students at all times.   

 The failure of any student to meet these standards may result in disciplinary action.   

 Any assignments copied will be given a zero for ALL individuals involved!!  This includes taking 

and receiving pictures of completed assignments. 

 Anyone caught cheating on an assessment will receive an automatic zero.  



GRADING: 

 Quarter Grades —  Independent Work   20%               Grading Scale 

           (homework and in-class work) 

        Assessments             80%                  A = 90-100% 

                                                                                    B = 80-89.9% 

 Semester Grades — Each  Quarter   40%  (totals  80%)  C = 70-79.9% 

         Final Exam       20%                     D = 60-69.9% 

                                                                                    F = 59.9% ↓ 

 Independent Work:  Homework is assigned after each class meeting. It is the student’s 

responsibility to complete all assigned work. Each homework will be a collection of problems 

from the text created by the instructor or a worksheet. All work must be shown for each problem 

to earn credit for the assignment. A list of just answers is NOT acceptable. In-class activities may 

be graded for independent work as well. Independent Work is 20% of your quarter grade and is 

vital for success on assessments.  

 Absent Work In case of an absence, students can pick up notes, homework, handouts, etc. in my 

room when they return. If there is a special need for a future absence students or parents can 

email and I will send an electronic version of notes for that day (if available), as well as any 

electronic version of work for that day (if available) . Hard copies of missed work can always be 

dropped off at the front office for parent pick-up.  When a student returns from an absence, 

absent work can be found at the front of the room in a daily labeled folder. A detailed log of 

classroom activities is kept in a 3-ring notebook next to these papers. If you are absent 

everything you need is at the front of the room on a table, help yourself to what you need. Let me 

know if you have any questions. COMPLETED ABBSENT WORK SHOULD BE HANDED 

DIRECTLY TO THE TEACHER, WITH THE WORD “ABSENT” CLEARLY 

WRITTEN AT THE TOP ALONG WITH THE DAYS ABSENT.  

 Assessments The number of in class assessments and value of each assessment will vary 

depending on the length of each section.   

 All assessments must be completed in PENCIL by the end of the class period. No 

additional time will be given. 

 Students are not permitted to leave the room during their assessment.  This means 

no restroom breaks.  Students should utilize the restroom before the assessment 

begins or after they have submitted their assessment.  

 Showing ALL your work that supports the correct answer is required to 

receive FULL CREDIT on assessments.  

 An UNEXCUSED absence on an assessment day may result in a zero for that 

score.  

 Anyone caught cheating will also receive an automatic zero. All cell phones and 

smart watches will be collected on assessment days and returned at the end 

of class. 

Diversity Statement 

 All individuals have a right to an educational environment free from bias, prejudice, and bigotry. As 

member of the Hamilton High School educational community, students are expected to refrain from 

participating in acts of harassment that are designed to demean another student’s race, gender, ethnicity, 

religious preference, disability or sexual orientation.  

CHANGES TO SYLLABUS: 

 Students will be notified by the instructor of any changes in the course requirements or policies. 

Student Progress: 

 Since quarter grades are an ongoing process, grades can change daily. Please stay informed about 

student progress by viewing on-line grades, missing assignments, etc. WE AS A TEAM can work 

together for improvement, if needed. Failure to keep up with homework may eliminate a student from 

working in a group and usually results in lower grades.  



 

 

                                        

COLLEGE ALGEBRA PLAN FOR SUCCESS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT SHEET 

 
STUDENT: 
    

Name:  LAST ______________________ FIRST ___________________  Hour ________ 
      (Please print)   (Please print)  

I have read the Plan for Success for College Algebra and understand Ms. Donahue’s expectations.  I understand 

that if such expectations are not followed, appropriate consequences will result. 

 

Student Signature:      _______       Date:    

 

 

 

PARENT:      
 

I have read the Plan for Success for College Algebra and I understand Ms. Donahue’s expectations. 

 

 Parent/Guardian Name Last       ______      First ______________   

                                                        (Please print)   (Please print) 

 

 Parent/Guardian Signature:   _________________        Date:    

 

 Contact Information:  phone:  ____________________________________      

 

                                       Email:  _____________________________________________________________ 

 

  

Do you have access to infinite campus to check your student’s grades?     YES    NO    (please circle) 

Any other questions or concerns: ____________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I am looking forward to working with each of you this year. I do value your communication, so please let me 

know if there is anything that I can do to help in any way. Email is the most efficient and reliable 

communication for this class. You can reach me with the email via Hamilton’s website or the email on page one 

of this document.                                                                  



                                                                                                                                                
 

Course Objectives:   MCCCD Official Course Competencies 

1. Define, distinguish, and interpret the relations and functions and their inverses represented verbally, 

graphically, numerically, or algebraically. (I-VII)  

2. Calculate and interpret the average rate of change in varied contexts, using function notation including the 

difference quotient. (I)  

3. Evaluate functions and solve function equations and inequalities using multiple methods. (I-VII)  

4. Set up, solve, and interpret the meaning of solutions of systems of linear and nonlinear equations and 

inequalities using multiple methods, including matrices where appropriate. (VIII)  

5. Identify, graph, analyze, and determine the key characteristics of the following function types and their 

transformations: polynomial, power, radical, rational, exponential, logarithmic, absolute value, piecewise-

defined, and discrete. (I-VII)  

6. Model real world situations using a variety of mathematical techniques (including regression) and solve real 

world mathematical problems using functions and function compositions. (I-IX)  

7. Define and illustrate sequences and series using standard notation. (IX) 

 

Academic Misconduct (from CGCC’s Student Handbook) 

A. Academic Misconduct - includes any conduct associated with the classroom, laboratory, or clinical learning 

process that is inconsistent with the published course competencies/ objectives and/or academic standards for 

the course, program, department, or institution. Examples of academic misconduct include, but are not limited 

to: (a) cheating and plagiarism (including any assistance or collusion in such activities, or requests or offers to 

do so); (b) excessive absences; (c) use of abusive or profane language; and (d) disruptive behavior.  

B. Cheating is any form of dishonesty in an academic exercise. It includes, but is not limited to, (a) use of any 

unauthorized assistance in taking quizzes, tests, examinations, or any other form of assessment whether or not 

the items are graded; (b) dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those authorized by the faculty member in 

writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying out other assignments; (c) the acquisition, 

without permission, of tests or other academic material belonging to or administered by the college or a member 

of the college faculty or staff; and (d) fabrication of data, facts, or information.  

C. Plagiarism is a form of cheating in which a student falsely represents another person’s work as his or her 

own – it includes, but is not limited to: (a) the use of paraphrase or direct quotation of the published or 

unpublished work of another person without full and clear acknowledgment; (b) unacknowledged use of 

materials prepared by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic 

materials; and (c) information gathered from the internet and not properly identified.  

 

Any student found by a faculty member to have committed academic misconduct may be subject to the 

following academic consequences, based on the faculty member’s judgment of the student’s academic 

performance  

Warning - A notice in writing to the student that the student has violated the academic standards as defined in 

1.A.  

Grade Adjustment - Lowering of a grade on a test, assignment, or course.  

Discretionary assignments - Additional academic assignments determined by the faculty member.  

Course Failure - Failure of a student from a course where academic misconduct occurs. 

Information Regarding Counseling Services 

Counseling Services at CGCC offers free, confidential individual counseling for academic, career, and personal 

goals.  Connections with community resources and referrals are also available.  Please see 

http://www.cgc.edu/counselingservices. 

Information on Learning Center  

http://www.cgc.edu/counselingservices


The Learning Center provides free tutoring, workshops, and other resources for many CGCC courses at both the 

Pecos campus (Library 2nd floor) and the Williams campus (Bridget Hall). For more information, please visit 

www.cgc.edu/lc or call 480-732-7231. 

Activate and Access Your Maricopa Student Email 

The Maricopa District provides every student with google-powered Maricopa Student Email upon enrollment. 

CGCC uses this official student email to send information concerning class enrollment, financial aid, tuition, 

and other important student information.  Students must activate this email account in order to receive these 

messages. Activate your Maricopa Student Email now at http://google.maricopa.edu 

 

http://www.cgc.edu/lc%20or%20call%20480-732-7231
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